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EFFECTIVE GOVERNANCE OF HEALTH TECHNOLOGIES AND AI



| BACKGROUND

In the dynamic field of digital health and AI, strong governance, policy, and stewardship are essential for responsible and
equitable implementation. Global frameworks promoting international collaboration and standardization are necessary,
involving public and private sectors and civil society. A robust regulatory environment and effective data governance at the
national level are crucial to protect data ownership, privacy, and sovereignty. These measures ensure the ethical and secure
use of health data, mitigate risks, and build trust. Multilevel governance and collaboration will ensure that AI and digital
health technologies contribute to improved health outcomes for all.

| OBJECTIVES

The main areas for further exploration under ST3 comprise global enabling ecosystem, national ecosystem, human capacity
needs, and responsible use; cover the foundations for good governance, policy, and stewardship. digital technologies and AI
for health should be ‘people-centered’ and inclusive. There is a critical need to ensure equitable access for all individuals,
particularly for those who may be marginalized or vulnerable and face barriers related to gender, ethnicity, geographical
location, socioeconomic status, native language, or internet connectivity. Even as advancements in technology may
substantially improve healthcare delivery, they also pose significant risks to the exacerbation of health inequalities,
weakening of data privacy, and environmental sustainability.
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Dr Kidong Park assumed the role of the Director of Data, Strategy and Innovation Group (DSI) at the World Health
Organization (WHO) Regional Office for the Western Pacific on 1 May 2022.

Dr Park has extensive experience in global health, health policy and management, and strategic planning and evaluation.
His international career in public health spans from high level representative roles to technical work on communicable
disease control and health system strengthening.

Dr Park first joined WHO in 2006 working with the Global Influenza Programme at WHO headquarters. After three years in
Geneva, Dr Park moved to the WHO Regional Office for the Western Pacific based on Manila, Philippine. As the head of the
Country Support Unit (CSU), he led the development and implementation of a new regional approach to WHO country
cooperation strategies (CCS), the Organization's mediumterm strategic vision for its cooperation with Member States. He
also played a key role in coordinating and implementing WHO reform initiatives in the Region. In June 2015, he joined and
coordinated WHO-Republic of Korea joint mission on Middle East Respiratory Syndrome (MERS). Dr Park served WHO
Representative in Viet Nam from September 2017 till April 2022.

Before joining WHO, Dr Park served his home country, the Republic of Korea, as a government official for more than 12
years. He held management positions namely as the Director of the Communicable Disease Control Division at the Korea
Centers for Disease Control & Prevention (KCDC), and with the Ministry of Health and Welfare (MOHW) as the Deputy
Director of Non-Communicable Disease Control at the Disease Policy Division and the Deputy Director of Medical Insurance
Physician Fee Schedule at the Medical Insurance Benefit Programme Division.

Before joining the Government, Dr Park participated in a WHO-funded District Health System demonstration project in
Yonchon County, Republic of Korea from 1988 to 1991.

Born in the city of Gyeongju, Republic of Korea on 23 October 1963, Dr Park is a medical doctor and holds a master’s and
PhD degree in Health Policy and Medicine from Seoul National University College of Medicine. He is married with two
daughters.


